ENVS 10

Spring 2013

Spring 2013 Environmental Studies Department

Environmental Science 10 Section 1
Instructor

 Dr. Michelle Stevens
M W 12:00-1:30



Office


555B Amador Hall
Solano 2000
Environnemental Science 10 Section 2
Office Hrs

T 1:30-3:30 and Th 1:30-2:30, 

MW 3:00-4:15






Or by appointment
Alpine 204




Email


stevensm@csus.edu






Office Telephone: 
278-2914

Cell Phone 

765-7397 (important only)
Env Studies Office
 278-6620

Required Text
Wright, Richard T. and  Dorothy F. Boorse 2011.  Environmental Science: Toward a Sustainable Future.  11th  Edition.  Pearson Education Inc. with Mastering Environmental Studies
ISBN-10 1269059882
ISBN-13 9781269059886
The price is $156.75 from the bookstore, can also order etext with Mastering on line. 
Course Description
This survey course looks at the earth as an ecosystem composed of biological, chemical, and physical systems. The focus is on the interaction of these systems with each other and with human population, technology, and production. The student should acquire the fundamentals of a scientific understanding of the ecological implications of human activities. Specific topics treated within the context of ecosystem analysis include energy flows, nutrient cycles, pollution, resource use, climate changes, species diversity, and population dynamics. By understanding these issues, we hope students can begin to develop a personal environmental ethic and envision their role and responsibility in ensuring a healthy sustainable future for themselves and all living things.

 Area B-2 Life Forms Student Learning Outcomes. Students will be able to: 
· Explain and apply core ideas and models concerning living systems and life forms, citing critical observations, underlying assumptions and limitations. 

·  Describe how scientists create explanations of natural phenomena based on the systematic collection of empirical evidence subjected to rigorous testing and/or experimentation. 

·  Access and evaluate scientific information, including interpreting tables, graphs and equations. 

· Recognize evidence-based conclusions and form reasoned opinions about science-related matters of personal, public and ethical concern. 

Course Learning Mastering Environmental Studies:  All assignments must be submitted on line by midnight of the day they are assigned on the syllabus.  Due dates do not change through the semester, and you are responsible for turning in your assignments on time.

 Class Organization
Information for the class is on Sac CT.  It is critical that you are signed up to receive course communications and to review course assignments and check gradebook.     This is 
essential for the class!  Viewing Grades in SacCT Points you receive for graded activities will be posted to the SacCT Grade Book. Click on the My Grades link on the left navigation to view your points. The Mastering Environmental Studies grade will be added in the middle and revised at the end of the course. 

Secret to Success - Build Rapport and Build Community

If you find that you have any trouble keeping up with assignments or other aspects of the course, make sure you let your instructor know as early as possible. Please come to office hours or email me at stevensm@csus.edu,, I am here to help you as best I can. As you will find, building rapport and effective relationships are key to becoming an effective professional. Make sure that you are proactive in informing me if difficulties arise during the semester so that I can help you find a solution

Important Dates 
· Class Begins 



Jan 28
· Spring Break



March 25-29
· No Class Cesar Chavez Day

April 1

· Final
ENVS 10_1


Wed May 22 10:15-12:15 pm
· Final ENVS 10_2


Mon May 20 3:00-5:00 pm


COURSE POLICIES

Sac State's Academic Honesty Policy & Procedures

“The principles of truth and honesty are recognized as fundamental to a community of scholars and teachers. California State University, Sacramento expects that both faculty and students will honor these principles, and in so doing, will protect the integrity of academic work and student grades.” Read more about Sac State's Academic Honesty Policy & Procedures
Definitions

At Sac State, “cheating is the act of obtaining or attempting to obtain credit for academic work through the use of any dishonest, deceptive, or fraudulent means.”
“Plagiarism is a form of cheating. At Sac State, “plagiarism is the use of distinctive ideas or works belonging to another person without providing adequate acknowledgement of that person’s contribution.” Source: Sacramento State University Library

Important Note on Academic Honesty: Students are expected to be familiar with and abide by the CSUS Policy of Academic Honesty. Failure to abide by the policy – i.e. cheating, plagiarism, or other forms of academic dishonesty – may result in a failing grade on the assignment or even in the course at the discretion of the professor. Any form of academic dishonesty, including cheating and plagiarism, may also be reported to the office of student affairs.: 

Late Work Policy 
Be sure to pay close attention to deadlines—there will be no makeup assignments or quizzes, or late work accepted without a serious and compelling reason and instructor approval. I do  not accept emailed assignments.  All assignments will be collected at the beginning of class on the day they are due.  Assignments can be turned in early to my office in Amador 555B or mailbox in Amador 554B.  

Disability Information   I am very sensitive to students with diagnosed learning disabilities; please discuss with me privately.  If you have a documented disability and verification from the Office of Services to Students with Disabilities (SSWD), and wish to discuss academic accommodations, please contact your instructor as soon as possible. It is the student’s responsibility to provide documentation of disability to SSWD and meet with a SSWD counselor to request special accommodation before classes start. SSWD is located in Lassen Hall 1008 and can be contacted by phone at (916) 278-6955 (Voice) (916) 278-7239 (TDD only) or via email at sswd@csus.edu.

G. Class Requirements


1) Mastering Environmental Science -  Reading assignments and activities from the chapter are due by midnight of the day assigned.  Virtual field trips are due on dates specified. (35%). Note: I calculate this grade by adding up all the points from Mastering, dividing by the total possible -20 points, and then multiplying this percentage by 350 to calculate your points.
2) Homework and other assignments I will assign group projects throughout the semester, where you research and present on a topic as a group. (10%)

3) Class participation – Class attendance and being on time are required.   Three tardies or leaving class early equal an absence. (10%)

4) midterm and final Exams– There will be a midterm exam (10%) and final exam (15%). 

5)            Biodiversity Paper – You will be assigned a paper on biodiversity/ conservation and will be required to use scientific peer-reviewed and/ or government sources.  The content and structure will be reviewed in class, with explicit instructions and library assistance. (5%)
6) Delta Jeopardy –  Group Project. Played as a team, each group researches and plays one aspect of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Bay Delta crisis. Attendance is mandatory. (5%)
7) Renewable Energy Presentation and paper – Group Project. Students will choose one form of renewable energy and prepare a group presentation for the class on the subject.  The information will also be written individually in a paper to be turned in. (10% paper).
8)      Environmental change Project: You will be given a list of options to create environmental Change during the semester.  The assignment will be given out the first day of class. By the first week of class you select your project; you do your project once per week and report on Sac CT  once per month; and May 11 will turn in project evaluation to professor and have brief presentation in class. Attendance is mandatory.  (10%)
9) Extra Credit opportunities will be available through the semester. 
10) community service opportunity
Course Grading & Assignments

Grading scale:  The grading scale for final grades is as follows: A = (92-100%), A- =(91-90), B+ =(88-89%), B = (82-87%), B- =(81-80%), C+ = (78-79%), C = (72-77%), C- = (70-71%), D+ = (68-69%), D = (62-67%), D- = (60-61%), < 60 = F.

Weighting: Course components are weighted as follows:

· Mastering Environmental Science plus Homework

35%

· Participation and Attendance




10%


· Midterm Exam





10%

· Final Exam






10%

· Biodiversity Paper





5%

· Delta Jeopardy





5%

· Renewable Energy Assignment + Presentation

10%

· Environmental Change Assignment



10%

Class Schedule 
Final Note: Information contained in the syllabus is subject to possible modification. Any changes will be announced in advance in class.  It is your responsibility to be aware of these changes. 

	DATE
	TOPIC
	Reading
	Assignment

	Jan 28
	Introduction
	
	

	Jan 30
	Ch 1
The Nature of Science Activity
	Ch 1
	· 

	Feb 4
	Chapter 1 – Introductory lecture
Environmental Change Project Handed Out
	Ch 1
	· *Intr to Mastering Env ∆ HW  
· *Env ∆ HW Ch 1



	Feb 6
	Climate Change
	Ch 18, Climate Change

Pges 449-471
	· *Env ∆ Ch 18 part 1 

	Feb 11
	Climate Change
	Ch 18, Climate Change pp 471-480
	· *Env ∆ Ch 18 HW#2 
· *Blog1 – Env Ch Project

	Feb 13
	Chapter 4 Populations and Communities
	Ch 4
	· *Env ∆ Ch 4 HW

	Feb 14
	Chapter 6  Biodiversity

Biodiversity Paper Handed Out
	Chapter 6
	· *Env ∆ Ch 6 HW

· *Blog2 – Env Ch Project

	Feb 18
	Ch 5 Ecosystems: Energy, Patterns and Disturbance 


	Ch 6 Ch 5 Especially pp 118-122
Meet at Library 2024 first half class
	· *Env ∆ Ch 5 HW

· 

	Feb 20
	Chapter 6  Biodiversity


	
	· *Draft Biodiversity Paper Due for Peer Review

· *Blog 3 – Env Ch Project

	Feb 25
	Ch 7  - Use and Restoration of Ecosystems


	Ch 7

Group Projects - Restoration
	· Env ∆ Ch 7 HW

	Feb 27
	Review for midterm
Movie - Biodiversity
	Midterm Review
	· *Biodiversity Paper Due

· *Blog 4 – Env Ch Project

	March 4
	MIDTERM
	
	· 

	March 6
	Ch 8  – Human Populations


	Ch 8
	· *Env ∆ Ch 8 HW

· *Blog 5 – Env Ch Project

	March 11
	Ch 9 – Population and Development
	Ch 9
	· Env ∆ Ch 9 HW

· 

	March 13
	Ch 10 - Water and the Hydrologic Cycle

Delta Jeopardy Assignment Handed Out
	Chapter 10
	· *Env ∆ Ch 10 HW

· *Env ∆ Field Trip 1 Water

· *Blog 6 – Env Ch Project

	March 18
	Set up and plan for Delta Jeopardy – Group Work, Set up Game

	
	· 

	March 20
	Play Delta Jeopardy - Mandatory
	
	· *Env ∆ Ch 20 HW

· *Env ∆Field Trip 4 Water Treatment

· *Blog 7 – Env Ch Project

	March 25-29
	SPRING BREAK
	
	· NO CLASS

	April 1
	Cesar Chavez
	
	· NO CLASS

	April 3
	Ch 20 – Water Pollution
Discuss Delta Water Projects
	Ch 20
	· 

	April 8
	Movie on Water
	
	· *Final Delta Jeopardy questions/ answers
· B*log 8 – Env Ch Project

	April 10
	Ch 12 Production and Distribution of Food

Assignment on Good Agriculture
	
	· *Env ∆ Ch 12 HW

· *Env ∆ Field Trip 2 Production of Food

· 

	April 15
	Fair Trade, Organic, Genetically Modified Foods
	Good Agriculture Group Presentations 
	*Group Assignment Due – Fair Trade, Organic and GMO’s

*Blog 9 – Env Ch Project

	April 17
	Movie
	King Corn or Food Inc.
	

	April 22
	EARTH DAY

Pollution – Air and Toxics
	Good Health Group Presentations 
	· *Group Assignment Due – phthalates, bisphenol A, vinyl, pesticides

· *Blog 10 – Env Ch Project

	April 24
	SEEWATER EVENT


	
	· Env ∆ HW Ch 19 Air Pollution

	April 29
	Ch 14 – Energy from Fossil Fuel
	Ch 14
	· *Env ∆ HW Ch 14 Fossil Fuels
· *Env ∆ Field Trip 3 Fossil Fuels

· *Blog 11 – Env Ch Project

	May 1
	Ch 15 - Nuclear Energy
	Ch 15

Begin Renewable Energy Presentations
	· 

	May 6
	Movie 
	Ch 21 pages 553-559 – Recycling and Source Reduction
	*Env ∆ HW Ch  21

*Blog 12 – Env Ch Project

	May 8
	Renewable Energy Presentations 
	
	Renewable Energy Presentations

	May 13
	Renewable Energy Presentations 
	
	Renewable Energy Presentations

	May 15
	Environmental Change and Sustainable Communities
	Chapter 23 – Sustainable Communities Group Presentation
In Class Sharing – Environmental Change
	*HW Ch 23 Sustainable Communities
*Final Env Ch Assignment
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	FINAL Wed May 22

10:15-12:15
	
	

	ENVS10_2
	FINAL Mon May 20
3:00-5:00
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